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Covid 19 Policy
Aim
Acorn's priority is to ensure the safety of all Children, Staff and families. 

It is widely acknowledged that children who attend an Early Years Setting benefit greatly in terms of behaviour, social skills, learning and future outcomes. 

As such, we aim to create a safe environment for all children.
Objective

All children are encouraged to attend sessions as normal – pre-school and extended hours.
Current Government and County advice will be monitored daily and any necessary changes made to our procedures.
Method

· A risk assessment has been carried out and the Setting will be deep cleaned each half term.
· We request that Parents do not enter the building, and remain outside, following social distancing measures, as staff welcome children into the Setting one at a time.
· Exception may be made for newly registered children, who need parent support. In such circumstances, parents will be asked to wear a mask and use hand sanitizer in Setting.
· Children are required to leave their own named water bottle in setting, which will be sterilized daily.

· Children will NOT be able to bring any toy from home into the Setting.

· Children's named pegs will be spaced to reduce risk.

· Handwashing and the use of antibacterial gel will be carried out frequently during the day, including upon arrival, moving from one activity to another, after outdoor play, and before lunch.

· Children's temperatures will be recorded twice daily.
· Extra cleaning and disinfecting of surfaces, bathrooms and resources will be carried out during the day.

· Resources will be reduced to those easily cleaned, whilst ensuring that children are able to access a range of different activities.

· Play will take place outside as much as possible, weather dependent. (All procedures in place inside will be transferred to the outdoor environment.)

Any child who themselves, or a member of their family, display symptoms of the virus, must not attend the Setting. They must seek an immediate test to show Covid -19 is not present. If positive they must follow the government guidelines regarding isolation.
Government guidance acknowledges that it is not possible for Early Years children to effectively social distance from others and we cannot guarantee that the Setting will remain completely virus free. Nevertheless, we are confident that the stringent steps which we have put in place, reduce the risk significantly.

The Setting will remain open unless a child or member of staff are confirmed positive with the virus. Upon notification of a positive test, the Setting will contact the DfE Helpline on 0800 046 8687, option 1, for advice. In addition, Ofsted must be notified.
Daily Routine
Arrival
Parents arrive with child/children and stand at a 2metre distance from others. 

Staff will admit one child at a time.

Temperature to be recorded, and all personal belongings left in cloakroom area.

Second member of staff will guide child to wash hands.

Staff on 'door duty' will wipe down bell and door handle each time.
Surfaces will be sanitized before start of pre-school session.

Morning Play Session
Handwashing and gel will be used frequently (Each staff member will have their own bottle of anti bac gel at all times).

Toys and resources will be sourced daily.

Outdoor play will be the emphasis of much of the day - weather permitting.

Lunch
All children will wash hands when coming in from outside.

Before children are directed to a seat, hand sanitizer will be used.
Two staff members will closely supervise children, while third staff member will clean toilets and disinfect surfaces.
Temperatures will once again be recorded after lunch.
Afternoon Play Session

Handwashing and gel will be used frequently (Each staff member will have their own bottle of anti bac gel at all times).

Again, the focus will be outdoor play.

After School

School children will be asked to wash hands and their temperature will be recorded.

Snack will be served. 
Handwashing and gel will be used frequently (Each staff member will have their own bottle of anti bac gel at all times).
Going Home

Parents will be requested to adhere to social distancing when waiting to collect child.

Staff will hand child their personal belongings. 

Parents are to remain at distance while child is guided out of Setting.

Only a brief summary of the day will be able to be passed to parents.
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